HLA class I distribution in Japanese patients with schizophrenia.
Several Caucasian studies and one Japanese study have observed associations between human leukocyte antigen (HLA) class I specificities, including A24 (9) and A26 (10) and schizophrenia. Most of those studies were conducted in 1970s and early 1980s, when the typing technique of HLA was not adequately reliable. Also, an operational diagnostic system was not employed in many of the studies. The present study investigated frequencies of HLA-A specificities in schizophrenia patients (ICD-10 and DSM-III-R, n=98) and sex-matched healthy controls (n=392) from population in the southwestern part of Japan. HLA-B and -C specificities were studied in addition. Frequencies of subjects possessing A24 and A26 were not different between the patients and controls (54% and 24% in the patients and 62% and 24% in the controls, respectively). No significant difference was found in frequencies of other class I (A, B, and C) specificities between the patients and the controls. Thus, the present study provided no evidence for an association between the HLA class I specificities, including A24, A26, and others, and schizophrenia in the Japanese population.